
 
Focus Office Supplies Pty Ltd – 1/15 Regent Street, Kogarah  NSW  2217 

Phone: (02)95534255 Fax: (02)95534077 Email: sales@focusofficesupplies.com.au 

  The Focus Times        
Issue 17                                                               December, 2008 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wise Men Follow Stars – and Succeed In 

Overcoming Obstacles and Difficulties 
In ancient times, a king had a boulder placed on a 
roadway. Then he hid himself and watched to see if 
anyone would remove the huge rock.    
Some of the king’s wealthiest merchants and courtiers 
came by and walked around it. Many loudly blamed the 
king for not keeping the roads clear, but none did 
anything about getting the stone out of the way.                                                                           
A peasant came along carrying a load of vegetables. On 
approaching the boulder, the peasant laid down his 
burden and tried to move the stone to the side of the 
road. After much pushing and straining, he finally 
succeeded. 
As the peasant picked up his load of vegetables, he 
noticed a purse lying on the road where the boulder had 
been. The purse contained many gold coins and a note 
from the king indicating that the gold was for the 
person who removed the boulder from the roadway.  
The peasant learned what many others never 
understand. Every obstacle presents an opportunity to 
improve one’s situation. 
Over the course of his career                                  

Thomas Edison patented 1,039                                              

inventions. Edison believed in                                     

hard work, up to twenty hours                                           

per day regularly. ―Genius is 1%                                      

inspiration and 99%                                     

perspiration.‖                                                                 

A little known fact is that he was thrown out of school 

at age 12 because he was thought to be stupid. He was 

terrible at mathematics, unable to focus and had 

difficulty with words and speech.                                 

In spite of these setbacks Edison continued to read and 

work with a fanatical perseverance which ultimately led 

to his development of ingenious tools that have laid the 

foundation of modern society.                                   

Richard Branson, founder and chairman of London-

based Virgin Group, didn't breeze through school. In 

fact, school was something of a nightmare for him. His 

scores on standardised tests were dismal, pointing to a 

dismal future. He was embarrassed by his dyslexia and 

found his education becoming more and more difficult. 

He felt as if he had been written off. His true gifts 

were not detected until a frustrated Richard Branson 

started a student newspaper with a fellow student. The 

incredible success of The Student was but the start of  

a richly diverse and successful career.   

Despite the difficulties and challenges posed by his 

dyslexia, by focusing on his inner talents, Richard 

Branson successfully overcame                              

his difficulties. From his first                            

taste of success and believing                                 

in himself, Richard Branson                                 

never looked back.                                                

Pablo Picasso was born in 1881                                 

in Malaga, Spain. He was a                                

famous, controversial, and trend-setting art icon. 

Pablo attended local parochial schools and had a 

very difficult time. He is described as having 

difficulty reading the orientation of the letters and 

was labeled a dyslexic - despite the initial 

difficulties he was able to catch up with the 

curriculum. However, dyslexia made school difficult 

and he never really benefited from his education. 

Dyslexia would trouble Picasso the rest of his life.  

Pablo’s father was an art teacher in Malaga, and 

encouraged Pablo to attend. Pablo enrolled in the 

school in 1892. Despite the difficulties that his 

learning disabilities posed, it became clear that 

Pablo had an incredible talent. From an early age 

Pablo Picasso had developed the sense of how people 

wanted to be seen and how others saw them. Over 

the course of his career he developed a unique 

sense of beauty and style that seemed to call to 

people. Pablo painted things as he saw them — out of 

order, backwards or upside down. His paintings 

demonstrated the power of imagination, raw 

emotion, and creativity on the human psyche. As 

others before him, Pablo Picasso took art to a new 

level. A prolific painter, some of his famous works 

include The Young Ladies of Avignon, Old Man with 

Guitar, and Guernica. 

In any forum these three wise men would be judged 

as extremely successful – in spite of the lack of 

faith shown by parents, teachers and the like and 

the limiting difficulties each was born with. They 

followed their dreams and extraordinary vision – 

they followed their guiding star with a passion only 

known to but a relative few people.                        

What is your dream – your vision – your star ?     

Spend time over the festive season to commit to 

ignoring the obvious obstacles placed before you and 

overcoming any difficulties that may confront you. 
WHATEVER YOU CALL SUCCESS – IT’S UP TO YOU!! 

You might remember last month we wrote about the 

concept of ―printing to save‖?        

BEWARE OF PRICE INCREASES!!                          

With the many changes to the                                 
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Whatever happened to “Made in Australia”? 

John Smith started the day early having set his alarm 

clock (made in Japan) for 6am.                                   

While his coffee pot (made in China) was perking, he 

shaved with his electric razor (made in Hong Kong). He 

put on a dress shirt (made in Sri Lanka), designer jeans 

(made in Singapore) and tennis shoes (made in Korea). 

After cooking his breakfast in his new electric skillet 

(made in India) he sat down with his calculator (made in 

Mexico) to see whether he could afford to fill the car   

with fuel (drilled in Saudi Arabia, refined in Abu Dhabi). 

After setting his watch (made in Taiwan) to agree with 

the time from the radio (made in India), he got into his 

car (made in Germany) and continued his search for a 

good-paying Australian job.                                                                                                          

At the end of yet another discouraging and fruitless 

day, Joe decided to relax for a while. He put on his 

sandals (made in Brazil), poured a glass of wine (made in 

France), sat in his comfortable chair (made in 

Indonesia) and turned on his TV (made in Vietnam).                                                                         

―Why can’t I find a good-paying Australian job?‖ was the 

thing that troubled him most. In the end he resorted to 

using a sedative to ease his concern.                             

Alas, that was from somewhere else, also!                  

And now for the final                                                                    

thought of the year, the                                             

Editor turns to the Dalai Lama.                             Lama:-                                                            

 “It is necessary to help                

others, not only in our                 

prayers, but in our daily                  

lives. If we find we                      

cannot help others, the least we can do is 

to desist from harming them.”  

December 2008 Logic Quiz                                 

1. In the history of Australia, what               

was the most important thing that             

happened on 31st September 1956? 

_____________________            

_____________________________             

2. We all live in the world of email and internet. 

What is the meaning of the                     

term HTML you find in email? 

_____________________________________                                                   

_______________________ 

3. With the festive season              

approaching you may celebrate with a cocktail. 

What is the cocktail Kir Royal made with?                

______________________________________                      

Fax answers to (02)95534077 or                       

email editor@focusofficesupplies.com.au                                                       

This month’s prize – Lexmark                  

X4650 Wireless 3 in 1.   

Your details:- 

Name: ………………………………………………………………… 

Organisation: ………………………………………………….. 

Phone or Email: ………………………………………………. 

September Quiz Answers.                                   
1. Tim McCartney-Snape and Greg Mortimer were 

the two Australians who climbed Mt Everest in 1984 

2. Sir Cliff Richards was born                     in India 

as Harry Webb in India and                                  

had chart success in six                                 

decades                                                          

3. Australian Airlines was the                            

other airline in Australia in 1993 with Ansett – later 

to be known as Qantas  

Congratulations to Viveca Evangelinidis of V 

Evangelinidis, the October quiz winner.                                                                 

                Opt out?                                    
If you find this newsletter of little or no value 

please let us know by calling on (02)95534255 and 

ask to be removed from the distribution list.  
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